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As drought ends, Bills’ fans are 


After 17 years of watching and praying, 
tellus: What does this moment mean to you? 


Td like to hear your begins with an image 
stories. ie difficult to shake from your 

Td like to hear about head. 
the text message you À Yov’re a Western New 
received Sunday, at Yorker, from Buffalo 
the instant of realiza- or Lockport or East 
tion, from a child Aurora or Jamestown 
who grew up without or any of the places that 
seeing it happen and COMMENTARY join together as one 
then moved far away. extended community 


Or what this threshold means to an 
elderly parent who’d given up on it. Or 
why this matters so much to someone 
who’s seen the Buffalo Bills as a 
beautiful distraction during hard or 
painful times in life. 

Because I'll guess, if you’re like me, 
the real power of the Bills returning to 
the National Football League playoffs 


when it comes to the Bills, and you 
remember exactly where the kids 
were sitting in the living room. They 
were little, maybe 5 or 6 or 7 years old, 
and they were happy, bubbling with 
laughter, the way small kids often 
react when the grownups around 


See Kirston Page A4 


Derek Gee/Buffalo News 


Gary Annis is among the excited 
Bills fans cheering the arrival of 
the team early Monday. 
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awash in emotion 


‘You would think I played for the Bills,’ says 


citys new hero, Bengals quarterback Dalton 


Andy Dalton couldn’t on social media with 
help but laugh Monday : messages of thanks and 
when he was told he had praise from Bills fans. 
become the most popular “I know just from my 
guy in Buffalo, the x Twitter,’ Dalton said 
toast of a tormented - by phone Monday. “You 
football town. It must | Bucky Gleason | would think I played 
have been strange for Bucky Gleason for the Bills, the way 
the Bengals’ quarter- COMMENTARY the reaction was from 
back to learn he had my Twitter. I know 


just thrown the biggest pass in the 
Bills’ recent history. 

Dalton felt the love from #bills- 
mafia after hitting Tyler Boyd with a 
49-yard touchdown strike on fourth- 
and-12 in a 31-27 victory over the 
Ravens, propelling the Bills into the 
playoffs for the first time in 18 seasons. 
Sure enough, he was bombarded 


there are a lot of appreciative people 
out there after we won yesterday.” 

Appreciative? 

Dalton clearly doesn’t know 
Buffalo. When someone shovels 
your sidewalk or gives you a ride to 
the airport, people in Buffalo are 


See Gleason on Page A4: 


With legalization on the way, 
Ontario pot farm expands 
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Photos by Derek Gee/Buffalo News 


A worker checks marijuana plants for contaminants like mildew or harmful pests during a periodic inspection at 
Tweed Farms in Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ont., in December. 


“Its been a wild ride,” company 
spokesman Jordan Sinclair said dur- 
ingarecenttour of Tweed Farms. “Just 
a few years ago, we were a small start- 
up and now we're in four countries.” 

Insimpler terms, each three-month 
harvest at the greenhouses here pro- 
duces about 8,400 pounds of weed, 
not to mention the oils and edible soft 


Crop puts new twist 
on town’s quaint image 


By PHIL FAIRBANKS 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, Ont.- 
Hidden among the vineyards that dot 


the landscape here is a far different 
twist on the regions agricultural leg- 
acy — a collection of mammoth green- 
houses containing what may be its 
most popular and profitable crop ever. 
This small town at the mouth of the 
Niagara River, acommunity known for 
its theater and quaint, historic down- 
town, is adding a new face to its public 
image: It’s becoming home to what or- 
ganizers describe as the world’s larg- 
est, legal indoor marijuana farm. 
Tweed Farms is in the midst of an 


Jordan Sinclair and Ryan Harris 
discuss the marijuana crop at 
Tweed Farms in December. 


expansion that will resultin morethan 
1 million square feet of pot plants. The 
expansion isin nosmallpartareaction 
to Ontario’s decision to legalize the rec- 
reational use of marijuana. 

The new law takes effect in July. 


capsules that are popular with people 
seeking the medicinal benefits of mari- 
juana. 

The farm, now about 3 years old, 
started with the purchase of a few ex- 
isting vegetable greenhouses in rural 
St. Davids, and currently produces 
medical marijuana for use primarily 
in Canada. 

By next year, when the newly built 
greenhouses — and there are many - 


See Marijuanaon Page A5 


Most of Buffalo's 


2017 homicides 
remain unsolved 


With little witness cooperation, police 
struggle to close outstanding cases 


By Lou MICHEL 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


The majority of Buffalo’s ho- 
micides last year, as in previous 
years, remain unsolved. 

Police solved nine of the 
year’s 42 homicides, plus 10 oth- 
ers from previous years. Most 
of the unsolved homicides are 
classified as gang- and drug- 
related. 

“Unfortunately, the gang 
subculture is against coopera- 
tion with the police,” said Chief 
of Detectives Dennis J. Rich- 
ards. 

Asaresult, the Police Depart- 
ment’s homicide clearance rate 
remained low, although several 
percentage points higher than 
in 2016, when the department 
investigated 44 killings. 

Instead of cooperating with 
police, gang members often opt 
for their own retribution. 

Nineteen of last year’s homi- 
cides were classified as “gang-/ 
drug-” related and only one was 
solved. In 2016, there were 21 
gang- and drug-connected kill- 
ings. And again, only one was 
solved. 

For the other types of ho- 
micides, there is generally no 
threat of “snitches get stitches.” 
In domestic and feud killings, 
for example, witnesses are of- 
ten willing to help police. 

“The number one problem 
we face with gang and drug ho- 
micide cases is to get people to 
come forward,” said Erie Coun- 
ty District Attorney John J. Fly- 
nn Jr.. “It’s really tough.” 

Excluding gang- and drug- 
related killings, the city’s clear- 
ance rate for last year would be 
87 percent, well above the na- 
tional clearance rate average of 
59 percent, police officials say. 

But other cities have gang- 
related killings, too, and the de- 
partment is not making excuses 
for its clearance rate, Richards 
said. Investigators continue 
to try to crack the code of si- 
lence among gang members 
by reaching out on a number of 
fronts to create closer ties with 
the community. 


Homicide totals 


2017 saw fewest in 6 years 
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2017: 42 homicides 
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But gang members and drug 
dealers are not the only ones 
who refuse to cooperate with 
police. Citizens who witness 
the bloodshed are often reluc- 
tant to cooperate. 

Why? 

Fear of retribution, said 
Leonard Lane, president of a 
Buffalo group called Fathers 
Armed Together Help Educate 
Restore and Save, or FATHERS. 

“Tt’s not just here, the fear is 
across the country, anywhere 
there is gang activity,’ Lane 
said. “Someone could see some- 
one talking to a police officer 
and that can get out.” 


Trust required 


Citizens need to take a leap 
of faith and confidentially share 
with police the information 
they may have on homicides, 
Lane said. If they are fearful, he 
said, they can confide in com- 
munity leaders who will take 
the information to police. 

“The police are trustworthy, 
but if an individual feels more 
comfortable, they can contact 
members of the Buffalo Peace- 
makers or Buffalo FATHERS,” 
said Lane, a retired city fire- 


See Homicides on Page A5 
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